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His Eyes Were Opened 


The next speaker was Mr. S. Yasui, the Governor of Tokyo, who told the audience of his 
impressions gained on a recent visit to America: that the Bible is not simply the treasured 
possession of the Christian Churches, but that it has so woven itself into the public life and 
practices of the people that it constitutes the secret of American good order and tradition. 
This is evidenced by its use even in political gatherings, sessions of Congress and other public 
occasions, and by the practice of opening such meetings with prayer by a pastor. He observed 
that such customs may be taken for granted by Christians, but that he as a non-Christian deeply 
felt the need of some such cultural background for Japan. 

Quoted from the report of the Good Will book 


presentation in“ The National Christian Council 
of Japan Bulletin” of January 15, 1951 


“ HANK YOU, CHAPLAIN!’ These words are spoken with 

fe lieeal meaning by the sailors who have just arrived at 
Great Lakes Naval Training Center. And no chaplain who 
has served in recruit training here or in any other “‘boot 
camp” will ever forget the friendly smiles and warm hand- 
clasps that accompany these words, spoken by the hun- 
dreds of young recruits he interviews each week. 

Every day several hundred New Testaments are given 
out by the chaplain to the men at Great Lakes. With each 
one goes a friendly word of personal encouragement by 
the chaplain to read God’s Word daily. However brief 
their interview with the chaplain, many of the men do 
read, some for the first time. Some who have never held a 
New Testament in their hands before find that it is a book 
for men, for Navy men, for them. Whether they come from 
Christian homes or from homes indifferent to religion, 
these men wear a friendly and sincere smile when they 
say, ‘Thank you, chaplain.” 

During the winter months recruits from the South get a 
real surprise in the snow and cold weather that greet them 
at Great Lakes. Others are equally surprised to discover 
the emphasis placed on religion during their boot training. 
Every Sunday morning they march to Divine services held 
in huge drill halls which are “‘rigged for church.”? During 
the work-weeks the chaplains deliver a series of eight lec- 
tures to the men as a part of their scheduled training. 

“Religion ‘in the Navy” and ‘‘Taking Command of 
Your Life,” the first two of these lectures, come during the 
second week of training as part of a two-hour period when 
each man is interviewed in the “religious classification 
interview.” Each man is given opportunity to attend 
classes of instruction in the teachings of the church of his 
choice. Many are here introduced to the Christ of the New 
Testament for the first time, and some join churches back 
home “‘in absentia.” 

At the conclusion of these two interview-lecture weeks 
each man is given a small blue New Testament, the ideal 
Scripture volume for the Navy man, who learns early in 
his training that he has to “travel light.” It is surprising 
how few of the men say, ‘‘No thanks, chaplain; my church 
gave me a Testament before I left home.’? The young 
sailor is expressing his sincere gratitude when he smiles 
and says, ‘“Thank you, chaplain.” 

Away from Great Lakes to naval establishments and 
service schools throughout the land, to the new and re- 
commissioned ships of the fleet go these men and their New 
Testaments. In the States or away from our shores, whether 
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“Thank You, Chaplain!” 


BY RICHARD H. ELLINGSON 


they sail a calm and peaceful sea or encounter troubled or 
dangerous waters, God’s Book goes with them. Every 
Navy chaplain has seen Testaments worn out from use, 
has replaced tattered volumes with new books, has pro- 
vided another Testament for men who have lost theirs, has 
obtained complete Bibles for the men who want them. And 
every chaplain can obtain from the American Bible So- 
ciety, in addition to the needed Scriptures, excellent litera- 
ture to encourage effective Bible use by the sailors of his 
seagoing congregation. The “New Testament Reading 
Record,” which fits into pocket Testaments, is especially 
helpful. For the men who do read the printed “Gospel of 
Christ’ it can become for them what it did for the Apostle 
who was undismayed even at shipwreck and who declared 
it to be “the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth.” 

“When I landed in Korea I realized that my life was in 
God’s hands. ’'m mighty fortunate to be back here, and 
my Testament means a lot more to me now.” It was 
Gerald Ellingson, Marine from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
speaking from his bed at Great Lakes Naval Hospital. 
Evacuated to the States the day after Christmas, Gerald 
expressed perfectly the feeling of so many young men in 
uniform who use their Testaments regularly. It is not un- 
common to see these men, especially the wounded men, 
reading intently from God’s Word. Several who have lost 
all their belongings together with their Testaments eagerly 
request new copies from the chaplain. During the period 
of recuperation the New Testament is a wonderful friend 
that can make Christ better known to the ill and wounded. 

Fortunate it is for our Navy and our country that there 
are rnany New Testaments that go with men “down to the 
sea in ships.” In fact, every man has one, and it takes up 
so little room at the top of his sea-bag compared with the - 
space it can capture in his heart. Try for a moment to 
imagine what our Navy and our sailors would be like 
without the leaven of the New Testament—which, hid in 
the heart of Christian sailors, can permeate the whole crew. 

“Thank you, chaplain” is so often another way of saying 
thank you to the American Bible Society. For today the 
Society continues to supply the needed New Testaments 
for our Navy men, our soldiers, fliers and Marines. In 
every Crisis of our nation’s history strong men have risen | 
up to defend home and country. Given the very best | 
training and the most effective arms, their armor is com- : 
plete only when they have also the “sword of the spirit, | 
which is the word of God.” 
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The Bible Will Carry On 


: Aes pastor from one of the countries now 

under communist rule left this country in mid- 
January to resume his pastorate after three years’ 
study here in the United States. A brilliant man of 
wide capacity, he had a flawless command of English 
and could no doubt have continued to serve in this 
country in churches using either his own or the 
English language. 

But he chose to return to keep the flame of faith 
aglow in the gathering shadows of one of the many 
lands today where the gospel of Christ is struggling 
for its very life. 

Two days before he left, this valiant soldier of 
the cross wrote one of the Society’s District Secre- 
taries in these words: 


It is impossible for us to tell you how much we need the 
service of the Bible Society in these difficult days. Where 
‘missionaries cannot go, the Holy Scripture of God can 
still give its quiet witness and win souls for Our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Where flocks are without shepherds, the lambs and 
the sheep are still fed with the “living spring and the 
heavenly food’? when they open the Book and read it be- 
hind closed doors. We can never cease to praise and thank 
God for the Bible Society and all those who serve her so 
faithfully. 

~ Words like those are not the product of wishful 
thinking. Time and again, all through the centuries 
it has been demonstrated in the spread of the Chris- 
tian faith that the Bible carries on when the mis- 
sionaries are banished. 

The story of the “Martyr Church” of Madagascar 
is a dramatic instance. The first missionaries arrived 
there in 1818. Twelve years later 3,000 New Testa- 
ments had been printed and circulated. These books, 
with their implicit criticism of superstition, idolatry 
and immorality, created a great stir. By 1835, 18,000 
New Testaments with Psalms and other Portions of 
the Old Testament had been distributed, and the 
whole Bible was in preparation. Two hundred per- 
sons had professed Christ, with several more hundreds 
of inquirers regularly attending worship services. 

Then the blow fell. Queen Ranavalona forbade 
Christian worship, demanded the return of the Scrip- 
tures to the missionaries and finally drove the mis- 
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sions from the island; but not before in desperate 
haste they had completed and distributed seventy— 
only seventy—copies of the whole Bible. But the 
queen meant what she said. Confiscation was followed 
by persecution, torture executions and burnings at 
the stake. But the Scriptures survived. They were 
hidden in cases, buried in the ground, secretly read 
at night, memorized and quietly passed from one to 
another. 

The persecution lasted twenty-five years. Ten 
thousand people, it is estimated, suffered through its 
seemingly endless days. But during those same days, 
without the missionaries, the infant Church, with its 
few precious Bibles and ‘Testaments, grew. Eight 
years after Queen Ranavalona died the London Mis- 
sionary Society found that it had under its charge in 
Madagascar 621 churches, with a membership of 
10,000 and a total attendance at divine worship, 
Sunday after Sunday, of 165,000. ‘The Bible had car- 
ried on! 

On a larger scale the same story has been reenacted in 
Korea in recent years. When Secretary Robertson returned 
to the city of Seoul after its temporary restoration was 
achieved last September, he found that hundreds of the 
people in the membership of one of the city’s largest 
churches had been marched off to their destruction be- 
cause they were Christians. The possession of a Bible in 
their home was evidence enough to condemn them. Yet of 
those members who came back to the city after its restora- 
tion 80 percent still possessed their Bibles. Secretary Young 
Bin Im of the Korean Bible Society stated similarly that 
out of the 230 families in the church he attended, only 
twenty-one persons could be found after their return who 
did not have their Bibles; and of these, sixteen were new 
members who as yet had not been able to acquire a Bible. 

This was nothing new among Korean Christians. From 
the very beginning of mission work over sixty years ago the 
Korean Church has been a Bible-centered church, with 
many trained lay preachers and Sunday-school teachers. 

If history teaches anything it assures every anxious 
friend of Korea that, when the present storms are past, be 
it soon or after the passage of many years, it will be found 
that the Korean Church has survived without its mission- 
ary helpers because ‘“‘the lambs and the sheep are still fed 
with the ‘living spring and the heavenly food’ when they 
open the Book and read it behind closed doors.” 


His First Trip as a Colporteur 


With a New Party in Power, there was probably More Colportage in Turkey in 1950 than in all the twenty-five 
years previous. The Secretary of the Bible Lands Agency, North, of the American Bible Society, here recounts 
the experiences of a New Colporteur working where the Apostles once worked 


BY F. LYMAN MacCALLUM 


HAT are a young man’s feelings as he sets out 
W atone on his first colportage trip? Were it not for 
his trust in God, he would feel himself to be in a 
tough spot. His clothes and some Scriptures are in 
the rack overhead; at the rear of the train is a heavy 
case of Scriptures; and before him looms a month 
among strangers, of whom many will naturally be 
hostile. Obviously, the place to begin work is—with 
the folk in your compartment of the train, thought 
Colporteur Yakub, who was thus setting forth on his 
first long-distance trip. He had some encouraging 
sales until the conductor threated him with eviction 
if he did not return to his seat and “‘stop peddling 
those books.” His trip coincided with a period of 
unusual frosts. The passengers suffered severely that 
night in the train, and his work was much hindered 
in the following weeks by the fact that many people 
were too miserable with cold to be interested in 
books. After working for some days in the city of 
Adana, he went on to ‘Tarsus, the city of Paul. ‘There 
Yakub met a friend from army days who took him 
home and got him warmed and fed before assembling 
some neighbors for worship. A Protestant woman 
took a small supply of Scriptures to keep for such as 
might want them after the colporteur had left. In 
the course of the meetings he held, several people 
confessed to a change of life, of whom one was a 
Protestant who had been to college. Yakub felt that 
through neglect and ignorance the small Christian 
community in this town 1s gradually moving towards 
the acceptance of Islam. At the next town also, 
Merain, he found Christianity in the same pathetic 
state. He was told by a former evangelist that it would 
be impossible to sell Scriptures there; but he had 
some success, in spite of much discouragement. 
Yakub went on to Alexandretta and Antioch, 
where believers were first nicknamed Christians. 
Here he sought out the Greek Orthodox priest, who 
bought a hundred Gospels for the church. The young 
people at this church showed a considerable interest 
in him and his books, but as he had quite a fever, he 
could not remain. He next went to a village of fifty 
to sixty houses, where half the people are Greek 
Orthodox. He spoke to the church leaders and sold 
to the people. Muslims would tell their Christian 
neighbors jokingly, “Your Gospel has come to town; 
go and buy.” Here a silversmith showed him great 
kindness, turning almost the whole of his shop over 
to Yakub to display his Scriptures. 
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Ill and weary, Yakub finished out his month and 
returned, after visiting six towns in which there had 
been no colportage for over a generation. He had 
distributed over 1,700 copies, a very good beginning. 

Yakub’s second journey was to the western proy- 
inces. This lasted from June to September. Living 
conditions here are generally primitive, and there is 
much illiteracy. The fact that there was little under- 
standing of religion in either the Christian or Muslim 
sections of the community did not prevent them from 
making religion a cause of hostility and mutual sus- 
picion. In the city of Mardin, which is the center 
of the Syriac Church in Turkey, Yakub was well re- 
ceived by the archbishop, who invited him to preach 
before a congregation of between five and six hun- 
dred. After this sermon he was urged to enter the 
seminary and become a priest, for this is the Church 
to which he belongs. The archbishop furnished him 
with letters of recommendation to the clergy under 
his jurisdiction. 

He spent two days at a village which had been 
Christian until about fifteen years ago. Having lost 
all contact with the Church, these people had de- 
cided to improve their standing in the community by 
converting to Islam. At first they were very sus- 
picious of Yakub, but some of them joined him on the 
flat roof of his house, which is the regular meeting 
place on hot summer evenings. Here he sang hymns, 
explained the Scriptures and prayed. Gradually the 
people began to respond with exclamations and ques- 
tions and accepted some of his Scriptures. His total 
distribution during these three months amounted to 
776 copies, which is a sufficient indication of the 
difficulties with which he was surrounded. 

The experiences of Yakub, though from one aspect 
discouraging, are from another a hopeful indication 
for the advance of Scripture distribution in Turkey 
in the coming years. Until the spring of 1950 the 
Populist Party had been in power since 1923, The 
fact that this strongly entrenched party could, as it 
was in the recent election, be turned out of office by 
votes alone, without force, was an encouragement to 
Turkey’s friends everywhere. The new government 
is seeking to reduce the controls and monopolistic 
tendencies which, under the former régime, had such 
a paralyzing effect on all enterprise. The total dis+ 
tribution by the American Bible Society in Turkey for 
1 950 was 8,302 Bibles, Testaments and Portions, which 
is more than twice what it was two years ago. 
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Bible Rally in Buenos Aires 


ees Charles W. Turner begins his report 
for the year 1950 with these glowing words: 


The work of the Bible Societies in the La Plata re- 
publics during the year 1950 has continued steadily the 
line of growth envisaged and planned three years ago. 
New high levels have been reached in all aspects of the 
Societies’ program and service. The scope of the work has 
broadened; interest in’ it has deepened; response to it has 
become considerably more evident; the demands on our 
resources have greatly increased; opportunities for service 
are more numerous; and local support of the Societies is 
incomparably higher. The year’s labors corroborate once 
again the fact that the work of the Bible Societies is not a 
phase of missionary activity which after nearly 150 years 
is becoming outmoded or unnecessary. It is as necessary 
today as it was at its inception. It is an essential work in 
Latin America; essential because indispensable. Adapting 


The great congregation at the Buenos Aires Bible Rally. 
Note the large canvas replica of the Society’s poster, “The 
ad Book To Live By” 


tself to new needs and new situations and developing up- 
o-date techniques, its contribution is as necessary to the 
resent-day communities of Latin America, as well as to 
he Evangelical churches, as is the message of the Book 
tself. The work of the Bible Societies is an integral part of 
he total evangelical effort. 


‘The high spot of the year, which came too late for 
r. Turner’s report, was the great rally, the first 
f its sort ever planned for Argentina, held under 
3ible Society auspices on November 13, 1950. The 
arge Avenida Theatre was filled to its capacity of 
bout 2,000 that night, the crowd coming early to 
ear an organ recital by Professor ‘Tulio O. Azzati, 
favorite in Buenos Aires. 

The chief address of the evening was given by Dr. 
illiam J. Bradnock, Secretary for Translations of 
he British and Foreign Bible Society, who had timed 
trip from London to be present on the occasion. 
n his stirring address he said that the Church can 
o longer afford to trade on optimism alone—some- 
hing deeper is needed. That something is faith. Be- 
ause they realize this, men and women all over 
he world are, in their present desperation, turn- 
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ing once again to the eternal Word of God. 

Referring to his own particular responsibilities, 
Dr. Bradnock said that never in their history have 
the Bible Societies been involved in such a vast trans- 
lation program. The need to supply the Scriptures 
to new literates in all parts of the world is being 
faced with courage and determination. Old versions 
of the Scriptures in many languages are being re- 
vised, and at least ten new languages were added in 
1949 to the list possessing some part of God’s Word. 

“In a situation not unlike our own,” said- Dr. 
Bradnock, “‘the Psalmist once asked, ‘If the founda- 
tions be destroyed, what can the righteous do?’ The 
answer today is to give men back the Word of God 
in their own language in a demonstration of faith 
that the spirit of God will take all the things of God 
and through them lead men back to Himself.” 

Other addresses were made by Secretary Turner 
and Professor Santiago Canclini, who presided and is 
Chairman of the Bible Societies’ Advisory Council in 
Argentina. A notable feature of the occasion was the 
presence of hundreds of young people. 

That the response of the people was deep .and 
genuine was revealed in the fact that, though no 
offering was taken during the meeting and many 
people had not come prepared for one, the fifteen 
young people who stood at the doors with suitable 
receptacles received as a free-will offering, as the 
people retired from the theater, almost 3,000 Ar- 
gentine pesos, the equivalent of $225. 

The Scripture distribution in Argentina for the 
fiscal year ending October 31, 1950 was 37,519 
Bibles, 39,877 ‘Testaments and 584,750 Portions, a 
total of 662,146—by far the largest circulation since 
the American Bible Society established its Agency 
there in 1857. The Bible is on the march in Argentina. 


China’s New Secretary 


HE following is copied from the minutes of the 
| meeting on December 12, 1950 of the China 
Bible House in Shanghai: 


At this stage Dr. and Mrs. Baen Lee were asked to join 
the members of the Executive Committee, where Rev. 
Z. H. Tong and Mr. S. U. Zau voiced the hearty wel- 
come of the China Bible House to the new General Sec- 
retary. In response Dr. Lee said that for several days 
prior to the official call he had the conviction that God 
would be asking him to devote the rest of his life to a 
sphere of service of direct importance to the Church. ‘The 
China Bible House call seemed to him to be the confirma- 
tion of this guidance. Dr. Lee confessed his entire de- 
pendence upon God for future strength, but assured the 
members of the Committee that the Bible and its dis- 
tribution was very dear to his heart and that he would 
therefore serve the China Bible House to the very best 


of his ability. 


The Gospel Cannot be Stopped 


The following incidents are taken from the Report for 1950 of the W est China Regional Office . 
of the Bible Society. They reflect the spirit of an intrepid Methodist Missionary who entered 
the field just as the new régime in China began in 1949 


BY WILLIAM 


CHINESE young man in Yu Yang, West China 

bought a Chinese copy of Luke’s Gospel one 
market day and took it to his village. There he read it 
for three days without any church, preacher, or other 
Christian instruction. Luke so laid hold of his life 
that he literally sold all and was waiting for God’s 
next leading, when a missionary came to the village 
and the young man discovered that people of other 
lands knew about Jesus also. When my friend Rev. 
Hsu Ming-chih met him he had memorized Luke; 
but best of all, he knew it not only by his mind but by 
his heart. This shows what a single copy of the Gospel 
will do. Every time I give out a Gospel portion I hope 
for some result. 

In these six months I have put out thousands of 
small separate Gospels to students and soldiers. More 
than half of the latter accept them, some with thanks. 
The other day eighty-five accepted and only two 
declined. One day, as I was trying to decide to whom 
I might best give my last copy, a Gospel of Matthew, 
a Chinese Communist soldier in an ex-American 
jeep drove up, put out his hand and took it without 
stopping, but smiled and thanked me. I hope he 
is the same one who had asked me for one on another 
day when I had just given away the last copy I had. 

The Lord has given me a blessed ministry both 
before and after the change of government here in 
Chungking; the opportunities here so far are as great 
as ever, and the need is greater since the Com- 
munists have taken over. I am not conscious of any 
limitation on my ministry yet, except that there is 
much anti-Christian teaching given to all teachers, 
students and leaders. This has its undoubted effect 
on their teaching and thinking. For example, a 
Chinese doctor educated by missionaries said the 
other day that Jesus commanded us to sell all and 
come, but the missionaries take all and leave. On the 
other hand, the great change has made many con- 
sider Christianity who were indifferent before, and 
that may be why so many want the Gospels I give out. 


The above was written in April 1950. Now in 


During the year 1950 Mr. Schubert distributed 
50,000 copies of the Scripture, all of which were 
paid for by Rev. and Mrs. Sanfried Mattson of the 


Oriental Missionary Society in Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia. 


ESCH UBSERS 


August, my preaching has stopped, but my tract and 
Gospel-portion ministry is unhindered, and my wide 
Chinese correspondence has greatly increased —Chi- 
nese friends even sending money and stamps to help 
with my expenses. And we hear that the number of 
Christians has increased more in these several months 
than in as many years before the Communist régime 
began. 

Going to and from a revival meeting I was holding 
during Easter week, I made a practice of giving a 
Gospel to the Communist guard and other soldiers in 
front of the arsenal each time I went by. One day 
one of them asked me for several to give to his friends 
inside the arsenal. Pray for these Communist soldiers, 
for this arsenal is the same place where a Christian 
Chinese official held a regular Bible class until im- 
prisoned in January. His sixty Christian workers were 
all scattered like those in the Acts 8:1-4, and he 
witnessed and read his Bible to fellow prisoners. He 
is out now, and I led a prayer meeting in his home, 
with a new group he had gathered in. He just wrote 
me from a theological seminary where he is working 
and planning to study. ; 

In the same town the man from the People’s Politi- 
cal Bureau asked for the Four Gospels after hearing 
my Easter sermon in the little Methodist church. 
He already had the Acts, he said. The pastor says 
they hope to have me hold meetings again this 
autumn, my third series there. As I was going through 
a government school some girls in uniform refused 
my Gospels (for obvious reasons not willing to re- 
pent), but two college teachers near by asked me for 
ten copies to give to others in their group. The Gospel 
cannot be stopped. 

A number of Chinese young men here in Chung- 
king have dedicated themselves to the ministry lately, 
and _to foreign missions for Afghanistan, India, Pales- 
tine and Africa. One of the students out at Chung- 
king University told me that his parents had dedicated 
him to the ministry when he was small, but he had 
been unwilling to preach until a few months ago, 
when the Holy Spirit had drawn him irresistibly. He 
hopes some day to go asa missionary to Afghanistan. 
Many young Chinese Christians have already gone 
to preach in Sinkiang, Sikang and other places far 
west in the Tibetan border regions as the result of 
Pentecostal outpourings in their churches and student 
groups. 

Chinese letters are full of encouragement and tell 
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of opening new work since the new régime began. 
One church has opened four new preaching halls in 
Shanghai and has had several hundred converts. One 
in north Anhwei has had a hundred converts under 
persecution through the ministry of a twenty-year- 
old local man. A team from Peking, from the Spir- 
itual Life Seminary there, is having great spiritual 
awakenings in Manchuria despite imprisonments 
earlier due to misunderstanding of their motives. 
These are just a few of the many answers to your 
prayers and ours. And if this is true in my small circle, 
how many there must be in all China! I believe this 
is the time of great spiritual advance in China, in 
spite of great difficulties. We hear that the Foochow 
area of the Methodist Church is beginning a new 
five-year advance program, and out here in West 
China a college student in Chengtu wrote that the 
Christians there are more spiritually minded than 
ever before, despite the many who have backslidden 
and the opposition we are all conscious of, and per- 
haps because of it. It is a wonderful experience to 
have a part in this coming revival—through prayer 
and the distribution of Scriptures and other Christian 
literature. Personally, I am so glad that God brought 
me here last autumn. He had a sure purpose, and He 
will fulfill it, though sometimes the obstacles seem 
insurmountable. 
~ None of us fail to be conscious of the great struggle 
going on in this land, which is basically a spiritual 
struggle. But while we are realistic in our thinking, 
we refuse to let it get us down. Four years ago, in the 
hotel room in Peking, Jesus said to me, “‘Come and 
walk with me beside the still waters’?; and now I am 
doing so, and these last months since I came back to 
ork in €oommunist China have been full of real 
assurance of the favor of God and of His sure working 
in this very needy land. We are surely ‘“‘on the dark- 
est side of the road, where the sick and wounded lie,” 
but He has promised, ““Anything more that thou 
spendest, I'll pay when I come again.” He is already 
paying with a constant peace, frequent times of ela- 
tion, and great inspiration from some Chinese letters 
of spiritual victory. This spiritual, qualitative side of 
life—like mother-love, friendship, kindness, humility, 
unselfishness, tenderness and sincerity—are sure to 
win, for God has said so. They are eternal, not ma- 
terial, though they express themselves through per- 
sons and things always. We are here to prove it, by 
the grace of God and your prayers, through faith. 


He Has Recorded the Whole Bible 


vERY Friday at eleven o’clock the staff at the 
Bible House at 450 Park Avenue, New York 
meets for prayer and praise. As the special guest for 
the day Secretary Barrett presented on Friday, Jan- 
uary 26, Mr. Alexander Scourby, who has just re- 
cently completed the recording of the entire Bible in 
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the King James Version on 169 double-faced Talking 
Book records for the blind. As far as is known Mr. 
Scourby is the only one who has ever read the whole 
Bible aloud for recording purposes. How many hours 
he spent in preparation and rehearsal he himself does 
not know, but it requires 84 hours to reproduce the 

entire set of records. 

At the January 26 meeting the staff listened to the 
recording of Mr. Scourby’s reading of I Corinthians 
13 and also to Mr. Scourby himself as he read the 
fifteenth chapter of the Gospel of Luke, which he 
said was one of his favorite passages. In behalf of the 
Society Secretary Barrett presented Mr. Scourby 
with a copy of the Bible printed on India paper, 
bound in red leather, with his name embossed in gold 
on the cover. 

When, following the meeting, Secretary Barrett re- 
turned to her desk, the telephone was ringing. It was 
a blind person calling to thank the Society for the 
records she had received and to say that Mr. Scourby 
had made the Bible “‘live”’ for her and that she hoped 
to spend many many hours of joy and comfort listen- 
ing to her records, which her family were also now 
enjoying. 

During the past year the American Bible Society 
has distributed 20,244 ‘Talking Book records, exceed- 
ing the figure for any previous year. Since it began 
this service about fifteen years ago, a total of 84,177 
of the records have been furnished to the blind. 

Only God knows the blessings that have come to 
many lonely souls through the ministry of the Talk- 
ing Book records of the Bible. 


Secretary Barrett thanks Mr. Scourby for his service to 
the Blind 
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The Attention of the Whole Nation ts calle 
taining over 33,000 signatures of People in 
American Bible Society for supply 
Portions 


BY ROB 


Hibiya Public Hall, Tokyo, with a great sign announcing the presentation 
ceremony 


HE February issue of the Bible Society Record carried a notice of the 
her arrival of the ‘‘Good Will book” in Japan and an announcement 
that it would be formally presented on December 26. Just too late for 
inclusion in last month’s issue came the story of the celebration attending 
the presentation of the book in Tokyo. 

Promptly at 1:30 on the afternoon of the day after Christmas, two 
thousand persons gathered in Hibiya Public Hall in downtown Tokyo. 
On the large stage one of the city’s finest choirs and the Tokyo Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra took their places. Seated in front of them were 
leaders in the Church and in the civic life of the country. Rev. Raiichi 
Manabe, Secretary of the Board of Directors of the Japan Bible Society 
and Chairman of the Committee on Arrangements, presided. 

After the singing of a hymn the Scripture was read by Bishop Hinsuki 
Yashiro of the Episcopal Church of Japan, and prayer was offered by 
Dr. William Axling, veteran American missionary. 

In behalf of General MacArthur and the American people Chaplain 
Ivan L. Bennett of the General Headquarters Staff delivered the princi- 
pal address of presentation of the book to the Japan Bible Society, whose 


: : : . . ; - > a Church leaders of Japan gathered around the Good | 
President, Rev. Masaki Imaizumi, accepted it with appropriate remai ks. Dr. Murata, Mr> Sakata, Mr. Imatouni, Drie 
Other responses followed, first by Vice Prime Minister Hayashi, who Dr. Downs, Mr. Iijima, Bishop Nishimura, Mr. S, 
; : Pays A Imaizumi, Axling, Downs, lijima, Saito, Manabe, 
read in behalf of the Prime Minister a message which appears elsewhere Japan Bible Society 


on this page. He was followed by Mr. S. Yasui, the Governor of Tokyo, 
the gist of whose significant remarks appear on the cover as reported by Chaplain Bennetiies 
the National Christian Council of Japan Secretary of | 

The closing response was brought by Mr. K. 

Matsuoka, former speaker of the Japanese Diet, 
who expressed his heartfelt gratitude for the Amer- 
ican friendship shown in both the material and 
spiritual help given to the people of Japan. 

The program closed with an address by Rev. 
Michio Kozaki, Chairman of the National Chris- 
tian Council of Japan. In addition to Mr. Imai- 
zumi and Mr. Manabe, who serve as President and 
Secretary of the Board of Directors of the Japan 
Bible Society, Mr. Kozaki, Bishop Yashiro and Dr. 
Axling are all members of the Board. These and 
other members of the Board who were present all 
signed the Good Will book during the ceremony. It 
was reported in the newspapers of Japan that more 
than five thousand persons had signed the book 


Mr. Hayashi, Vice Prime Minister of Japan, 


addressing the congregation 
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t: Mr. Kikkawa, Mr. Kozaki, Secretary Robertson, 
oda, Chaplain Bennett, Chaplain Guskin, Mr. Ito, 
Mr. Manabe, Dr. Tsuru. Messrs. Murata, Sakata, 
hamura are members of the Board of Directors of the 


oda, General 
Society 


ion Bibles, Testaments and Gospel 


Message from Prime Minister Yoshida 


W: ARE very grateful that Japan is progressing towards her 
independence through reconstruction. 

After the dark days of destitution and ruins we see her develop 
the spirit of democratic freedom and attaining stabilization of her 
social and economic structure. 

There is no doubt that this is owing to the great help of the 


ul in Tokyo of the Two Huge Volumes con- Allied Nations, especially America, above all to the Christian 
d : ; spirit of President ‘Truman, General MacArthur and the American 
ad contributed to a Fund being raised by the people. 


The Japanese people have had a great spiritual tradition in the 
past, much of it she obtained by adopting the best in the foreign 
cultures. 

We will build a splendid spiritual culture in the future by cap- 
turing the spirit of Christianity with its message of peace and 
good will to neighbors and this will be for the peace and welfare 
of the whole human family. 

On behalf of the eighty million Japanese people I take this op- 
portunity of thanking the Christian people of America. 

SHIGERU YosHIDA, Prime Minister 
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since its arrival, bringing the total number of signatures to over 38,000. 

Following the formal ceremony the great audience was invited to re- 
main to hear selections from the “‘Messiah’”’ rendered by the K.A.Y. 
Choir of three hundred voices, accompanied by the Tokyo Philharmonic 
Orchestra. : 

“The prominence given to the presentation ceremony in the press, 
both in photographs and news items,” wrote Mr. T. Miyakoda, General 
Secretary of the Japan Bible Society, ‘has done much to focus the at- 
tention of the public on the activities of our Society, and we hopeand pray 
that it will also be focused on the Book which it is our joy to propogate.” 

The Imperial Family have shown their interest in this unique event 
by requesting Secretary Miyakoda to take the book to the palace, that 
they might examine it. 

The book as it was presented at this festal occasion was actually two 
great volumes bound in blue leather and appropriately inscribed in gold, 
each volume weighing over eighty-seven pounds and measuring 21 x 27 
inches.and being six inches thick. The last of the 33,466 signatures affixed 
before the books left the United States was that of President ‘Truman. 
Among the American signatures were those of forty-one of the forty- 
eight governors of the States and those of the official heads of thirty-one 
of the larger Protestant denominations in this country. The signatures 
came from more than 14,000 cities, towns and villages in every State, 
the District of Columbia, Hawaii, Alaska and fifteen foreign countries. 

The “‘Good Will book” project has so far been 


Mr. Imaizumi, President of the Japan Bible Society, signs responsible for bringing in more than $250,000. 
the Good Will book as Chaplain Bennett looks on These funds are being used to send paper, 


printing and binding materials to Japan for 
Scripture publication there, as well as to meet 
the costs of printing Japanese Scriptures in 
this country. 

A third volume of the “Good Will book” is now 
in the process of being signed. Many will wish to 
participate and to get their friends, their Sunday- 
school class or their club to join with them. Each 
signature should be accompanied by a gift of one 
dollar or more for Scriptures for Japan. To facilit- 
ate the insertion of the signatures in the book, a 
return envelope with place for signatures will be 
sent onrequest. Address “Good Will book,” Ameri- 
can Bible Society, 450 Park Avenue, N. Y.22,N. Y. 


The Bible Man of El Salvador 


L SALVADOR is about as large as Delaware and 
E Maryland together and has about the same pop- 
ulation as these two states combined, which makes it 
the most densely populated of all the Central Ameri- 
can republics. . 

One of the most important spots in this teeming 
little country is the home in the capital city of San 
Salvador of Mr. Ralph B. Rice, the field man and 
colporteur of the American Bible Society. 

Mr. Rice’s home is usually well stocked with Scrip- 
tures, which go out continually on orders from the 
missions at work in the country even when Mr. Rice 
himself is on his travels. And Mr. Rice’s travels are 
almost constant and take him far afield. 

In 1950 Mr. Rice spent five months in Honduras, 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica in special Scripture dis- 


At the Baptist Convention at Masatepe, Nicaragua, Mr. 
Rice, left, confers with Mr. Robert W. Dixon, General 
Worker in that country from the American Baptist 
Mission Board 


tribution campaigns. In fact, his popularity is such 
that most of his time could have been given outside of 
El Salvador, so greatly is he in demand by the various 
missions at work in Central America. 

Mr. Rice is more than a colporteur. He is a teacher 
of colporteurs. He is in constant demand as a speaker 
at Bible institutes, where he conducts conferences 
with young men planning for colportage work. 

At Jutiapa, Guatemala he attended a workers’ con- 
ference, where he explained how simple it was to sell 
Scriptures when it is done in the right way. He lec- 
tured in the morning, then took his pupils out onto 
the streets in the afternoon to put into practice what 
they had learned. The group was so elated over their 
success that they begged to have a full supply of 
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Gospel portions kept on hand in Guatemala City for. 
their regular use. 

Last summer Mr. Rice set up a book-stall at the 
August feast in San Salvador, which is the best at-. 
tended of all the feasts. The rent of the stall plus 
lumber for building it was less than 11 colones ($4.40) 
for the full time from July 25 to August 10. Rev. 
Thomas Dixon, the superintendent of the Baptist mis- 
sion in El] Salvador, sent his colporteur and one of 
his pastors, that they might observe Mr. Rice at work. 
and learn all they could. Mr. Rice also had a display 
of Scriptures at the Nicaragua Baptist Convention 
held at Masatepe in April. 

When one adds up Mr. Rice’s sales in his own field 
of El Salvador with those which he made in Nica- 
ragua and Costa Rica, it is found that he was respon- 
sible for the distribution in 1950 of 433 Bibles, 955 
Testaments and 48,221 Portions, a total of 49,609 
volumes of Scripture. . 


“Like Hot Cakes on a Winter Night” 


ECRETARY Linkemann reports glowingly of the 
S popularity in Central America of the newly pub- 
lished Spanish Gospel of Luke in illustrated maga- 
zine-size form. He writes: 


On January 16th, just a month after the first packages 
were sent from New York, and therefore only a few days 
after they began reaching readers in Central America, 
there came the request from Guatemala to send a second 
consignment. Miss Tallet of the bookstore in Guatemala 
City, who wrote the letter, added this: “Please send a supply 
Just as soon as possible, for these are going like ‘hot cakes 
on a cold winter night’.”’ She stated that the students of the 
Bible Institute there were finding ready sale for this new 
illustrated Gospel at five cents each. 

When the book was shown to one of the missionaries in 
Panama, she readily took a package of 150, with this reac- 
tion: “Why didn’t you do something like this long ago,” 
in that way expressing her very decided approbation of this 
work. Another lady said to me: “I could sell those myself, 
though I never tried to sell anything in my life.*” And then 
she added: “I got on the bus last night, and people just 
started asking for them.” 

And so, you see how we envisage the great demand 
everywhere for this printing of the Gospel that looks like a 
popular magazine on the outside and carries such vivid 
illustrations of life in the Holy Land on all of its pages. 
Many people ask when there will be another Book of the 
New Testament available in this form. 


As most of our readers know, the Illustrated Luke 
is also available in English and Japanese. As for other 
books of the Bible, the Society now has on the press 
the first printing of the Book of the Acts in English, 
which should be available at about the time this 
issue of the Record reaches its subscribers. 
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A Visitor to the Bible House 


Nees visitor to the Bible House in New York was 
Mr. Benjamin Ngaira of the East Africa Yearly 
Meeting of Friends, who was spending some time in 
this country on a deputation 
- tour. He came inquiring as to 
when shipment would begin of 
the first of the 40,000 copies of 
the entire Bible which his mis- 
' sion ordered for distribution 
-among the people in the next 
five years. 

This Bible in the Luragoli 
language is the climax of the 
efforts of the Friends Mission 
in Kenya Colony undertaken 
Mr. Benjamin Ngaira fifty years ago, when Emory 

of Kenya Rees began listening very care- 
fully to the spoken language of the people, that he 
might reduce it to written form. 

At the time of the Five Years Meeting in October 
1950, Deborah Rees left at the Mission Board office 
the dictionary and grammar which Emory Rees de- 
veloped as he painstakingly worked out the phonetic 
spelling of the language and the system of grammar 
used by the people. These two volumes are classics of 
the systematic development of the language, in which 
the whole New Testament was published by the 
American Bible Society in 1928. 

What will be the result to these people in Africa 
of having the entire Bible in their hands? Some of 
them who were able to read English or the neighbor- 
ing Swahili trade language in Arabic characters have 
already had the whole Bible. But for the great masses 
of the people it is an entirely new document. 

The editor of Friendly Flashes, issued monthly by 
the American Friends Board of Missions in Rich- 
‘mond, Indiana writes: ‘‘Will our people in Kenya 
find in the whole Bible the sacred Book which con- 
firms their faith in Christianity as a power that re- 
generates life and creates the new man in Christ 
Jesus, or will it be a sacred Book which will give holy 
sanction to some of their primitive, unethical prac- 
tices and superstitions? We have faith to believe that 
‘the teachings already given to our African Friends, 
as well as that which our present missionaries will 
give, are such that the possession of the entire Scrip- 
tures will be a great means of strengthening their 
faith in the Gospel. It is a great day in the life of any 
people when they can have free access to the Bible.” 


‘From Long Beach, California: 

There are so many good things to give to, and I 
have given through other sources to funds providing 
“Bibles for Japan; however, it seems we can never 
give enough for this valuable work. Enclosed is $9 


for Bibles for Japan. 
BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


Support from the Farm Women 


of Pennsylvania 


‘| bese Society of Farm Women of Pennsylvania was 
organized in 1914 to meet the needs of rural 
women for fellowship and exchange of home-making 
ideas. Lacking means of easy travel, telephone and 
radio, farm women were confined to their farm 
homes. ‘he monthly meetings encouraged these rural 
women to get together, to visit, exchange news, rec- 
ipes and home-making ideas, and also provided a 
way of cooperative service in the community. 

Believing that no home can be successful apart 
from the use of God’s Word, each local meeting has 
from the beginning been opened with Bible reading 
and prayer. ‘There are now 105 groups organized in 
fourteen counties of Pennsylvania. 

The State organization has an able and efficient 
President in Mrs. H. J. Frysinger, whose address is 
on one of the rural routes out of Harrisburg. 

Several years ago the Society’s Field Secretary, 
Edwin H. Bookmyer, made contact with various of- 
ficers of these groups in Lancaster County and for 
the past two years has been invited to address their 
annual State Meeting at Harrisburg. The delegates 
are always genuinely interested in the work of the 
American Bible Society, as evidenced by the fact that 
they have through their respective Societies contrib- 
uted over $700 toward the purchase of Bibles and 
‘Testaments. 

Mrs. Frysinger wrote Mr. Bookmyer: 

We, the Farm Women of Pennsylvania, feel the ur- 
gency of making known the truth contained within the 
Bible and its promise of salvation through Jesus Christ to 
all peoples. We are glad to participate in the program of 
the American Bible Society. 


A Goal Reached in Japan 


UST as we go to press comes a report from Secre- 
|| tary J. C. F. Robertson in Tokyo, from which we 
quote the following: ; 

We come to the close of the year with thankful hearts 
that the distribution goal of 3,000,000 Scriptures for this 
year, as part of the Ten Million Campaign, has been 
reached. There have been times during the last six months 
when we wondered if we could publish sufficient Scriptures 
to reach our goal, but printers and office staff have collab- 
orated nobly. 

The most encouraging feature of our work is the sale of 
such a large number of New Testaments. It is an arresting 
thought that this year we have sold more New Testaments 
than there are known Christians in the country. 

A later report from the Japan Bible Society conveyed 
the exact figures for the year ending December 31, 1950— 
36,565 Bibles, 671,009 Testaments, 2,351,756 Portions, 
7,200 Braille volumes for the blind; a total of 3,066,530. 

Of this unprecedented circulation all but about 100,000 
volumes were in the Japanese language. Other languages 
in the list included Korean, Chinese, English, German, 
French, Hebrew and Greek. 
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Bibles In Church Pews . 


FRIEND recently wrote the Society an earnest let- 
{ \ ter, which read in part as follows: 


Recently I attended a church where the use of the Bible 
during the service was a great comfort to me. My own 
church leaves one on his own to ‘‘seek and search” the 
Scriptures. In this mad, racing world, I had seen such a 
need for security, which I could not find in just attending 
church. As a child in Sunday school I was not taught the 
need of the Bible’s use; consequently I did not find its 
need and grew increasingly hungry. I have written one of 
the leading seminaries of my Church as well as other out- 
standing churchmen, hoping that I may arouse an in- 
terest in the wider use of the Bible in church worship by 
placing copies in the pews. How clearly I see that America 
might be rediscovered just as it was by our forefathers, 
through the use of the Bible and Christ’s blessed truths. 

Would you-have any suggestions as to whom else, I, as 
an individual, might write? It is with all sincerity that I 
wish to do this, as it is not only in my own family that I 
have seen and felt this need but, as we have lived in several 


suburbs, dealing with churches and schools, we have seen’ 
how tremendous the need is. One needs only open his- 
eyes to let the spirit of Christ show him these needs. 

If you will give me the necessary information I will do_ 
what little I can, with God’s help and guidance. 


This letter voices the convictions of many people, 
and the Society is eager to encourage any effort 
made to meet so great a need. Bibles for church 
pews, prayer-meeting and Sunday-school use are of- 
fered by the Society and are priced beginning at 60 
cents. The Society has prepared an attractive order 
of service for use in dedicating a new supply of Bibles; 
a reasonable quantity of these will gladly be supplied 
free to any church purchasing its Bibles from the 
Society. A sample will be sent on request. 

Look over your church’s Bible supply: are there 
sufficient copies on hand, and is there an established 
program for their regular use? 


A German Bible Woman Reports 


To the American Bible Society: 

There came to me from the Wirttemberg Bible Society 
a shipment of five Bibles and fifteen Testaments. You will 
note from the following what hunger there is here for 
God’s Word. 

On the very first day, four Testaments and one Bible 
were distributed. I give you the names in evidence: 

The Bible went to a Sudeten refugee, a disabled one- 
time war prisoner, Rudolf Moser. He is a Catholic whom I 
have deeply interested in our doctrines. He studied five 
months with me during his convalescence, then’ had to 
return to North Germany. 

I issued the Testaments to 1) Renate Zweig, a girl of 
eighteen, who left her parents’ home a year ago. If today’s 
youth has been mostly brought up without God’s Word, it 
is otherwise with Renate, and the gift has a double value 
to her as coming from me; 2) Peter Rolf, a refugee from 
Batschka and a true believer, with a wife who has learned 
but little about God’s Word and now is overjoyed to hear 
new things from the Bible and never misses a Bible hour; 
3) Fridolin Hiigel, a continual joy to me, bombed out in 
Mannheim and now a resident here; 4) Heinrich Huther, 
a newly married postman; he was deeply moved when I 
gave him a Testament as a wedding gift. 

I am going to list the recipients of the other books and, 
if you wish, account for them to you. 

Well, every dear child of mankind who receives spiritual 
nourishment from me has to come to me for it, as I am a 
cripple confined to my home. If I had a car, I could of 
course visit other towns from here. Then, without great 
expenditure of strength I could do colportage work, telling 
them in terms intelligible to children about the Word of 
God. However, with the shift in the exchange rate I be- 
came poor; interest on my residue is barely enough for 
my very modest requirements. Moreover, I have just had 
to build myself a chimney at the insistence of the authori- 
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ties and had to prop up my dilapidated dwelling as well; 
so nothing at all was left for sweet charity. But the Saviour 
knows my faith and the talent He has given me, the physi- 
cally handicapped; so if He wants me to put the talent 
to work, He will arrange through angelic messengers for 
me to get acar. I thoroughly believe God will send me one. 

To the noble donor of these books I again express my 
thanks. I ask each of those to whom I hand one of the 
books to join me in a prayer for the kind-hearted donor, 
for God’s Word is more needful than earthly subsistence. 
If I only knew the donor’s address, I should write te him 
or her myself. ; 

Happy that I am so well supplied with God’s Word, I 
conclude with a reference to Job 6:8 and with ‘wishes for 
God’s blessing upon you. 

Mrs. Martha Pinkes 


Leaflets for Children 


The Society is preparing a series of leaflets for children 
for use by Sunday schools, Daily Vacation Bible Schools 
and other youth groups. 

These leaflets are designed to inform children—younger 
and older—about special opportunities for Bible distri- 
bution through the American Bible Society. 

Soon to be available, and free in reasonable quantities 
to all who_can use them, are the following: 

The Bible that Rode on a Sled (about a blind boy) 

Something to Cheer Him Up (about a soldier) 

They Won’t Feel Lost Now (about Japan) 

Two Korean Boys 

If you can use these in your Sunday school or in your 
home, ask for as many as you need, addressing: 

AMERICAN BBE Society (Churches Dept.) 
450 Park Avenue 
New York 22, N.Y. 
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MEMBERS’ FORUM 


[Annual Membership in the Society is secured through 
a gift of $5 or more for the carrying on of its work. 
The Society also provides for Life Membership, Life 
Directorship and Memorial Membership. Particulars 
will be sent on request. The editors welcome corre- 
spondence from members and devote this page in each 
issue to that purpose. | 
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From New Wilmington, Pennsylvania: 


I am sending this money instead of giving flowers. 
Seeceswenah memory of; te who 
passed away November 20, 1950. In her last illness 
she often said she didn’t know what to do with the 
Bible Society Records—that they were such good papers. 
I told her I had sent them to Frenchburg, Kentucky, 
where we have a mission. There they use them in the 
hospital or give a copy to each one who comes to the 
Used Clothing Store. 


From Rochester, Minnesota: 


A group of six girls we are, who have a Christmas 
party every year. This year we decided to give a 
dollar each to the American Bible Society instead of 
buying gifts for each other. We are happy to do this. 


From Cherokee, Iowa: 


Please accept my annual gift of twenty-five dollars. 
May it help in your wonderful work. Your Record is 
extremely interesting. 


From Dearborn, Michigan: 


Enclosed is cashier’s check for $500 to be used in 
your judgment to the best advantage in saving us 
from destroying ourselves; to give faith to those who 
are wavering, courage to those who are making the 
effort, hope and comfort to those disheartened. 


From Mount Berry, Georgia: 


In your recent Record you told of colporteurs’ work 
in Japan and stated that the expenses for a month 
for one of these men was $25, as I recall. I have mis- 
laid my copy but am enclosing a check for $50 for 
this work. 


From Fort Madison, Iowa: 


The only Christmas decoration in my home was a 
white birthday cake made of salt and flour over a 
coffee can with a slit in the top for coins. Placed on 
the table with it was a framed picture of Christ 
knocking on the door. On each side was a lighted 
candle, and there was a large globe and an open 
Bible. I told the Christmas story to all who called, 
and they dropped in their coins as they left. I wish 
our offering to go to the work you have undertaken 
in Formosa. 
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From Northfield, Minnesota: 


Knowing of the great need for Bibles in many parts 
of the world, I have sold several of my choice hand- 
made quilts and am sending you the money. 


From Portland, Oregon: 


In memory of my father and mother, who taught 
me to find guidance and comfort in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and who themselves contributed in their life- 
time to your great work, I give the enclosed money 
for use as you may see fit. I know it will be dedicated 
to spreading the Gospel. 


From Pocahontas, Iowa: 


I am nine years old. I read your folder about the 
colporteurs in Japan and wish to help them also. So 
I gladly enclose a dollar. I gave my father a dollar, 
and he made out a check for me. I hope many others 
are willing to share with the people in Japan. 


From Philadelphia: 


Your Brble Society Record again warms my heart. 
The strong support given to your faithful ministry 
of the Word to the salvation of lost souls as indicated 


in your Findings Committee report is a token of 
God’s blessing. 


From Newcomerstown, Ohio: 


The Bzble Society Record is one of the very best little 
monthlies that I get. I use it for information for Mis- 
sionary Society, Bible Class, Woman’s Club roll call, 
and in general conversation. 


From Pottstown, Pennsylvania: 


I am again pleased to mail you my check $25.00 
for my 1951 Sustaining Membership in your Society. 
If agreeable to you, will you please as you did in 1950 
allocate $20.00 for Scriptures for Japan and $5.00 to 
the General Fund. 

It is always a pleasure to read in Brble Society Record 
of the continuing progress of the American Bible 
Society in its worldwide program. 


From Peoria, Illinois: 


As President of the Illinois branch of the King’s 
Daughters and Sons I am happy to send you here- 
with a gift from our Branch of $100. This is the 
amount of the communion offering, with a few added 
gifts. Will you please use the gift for Scriptures for 
Japan? I enclose names for the Good Will book. 

The communion service was held at our State 
Branch Convention. All summer I had nourished 
the idea, which I got from reading the Bzble Society 
Record. The response was far greater than I had 
dreamed. Additional gifts keep coming whenever the 
project is mentioned. 
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The next issue of the Bible Society 
Record will not appear until late in 


May and the first issue thereafter 
will appear in mid July. There are 
no issues in June and August. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


APRIL 
Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
1 Sunday, 16 John 12:20-50 
II Kings 4:1-17 17 II Chronicles 6:1-21 
2 II Kings 4:18-44 18 II Chronicles 
3 John 5:1-16 7:12-22 
4 John 5:17-47 19 Yop 5 
5 John 6:1-34 20 Job 12 
6 John 6:35-71 21 Job 13 
7 John 7:1-31 22 Sunday, 
8 Sunday, Job 19 
John 732-53 23 Job 23 
9 John 831—32 24 Mark 8 
10 John 8:33-59 25 Mark 1221-27, 
11 John 9 26 Mark 12:28-44 
12 John 10 27 Mark 14:1-42 
13. John 11:1-29 28 Mark 14:43-72 
14 John 11:30-57 29 Sunday, 
15 Sunday, Mark 16 
John 12:1-19 30 Habakkuk 3 
MAY 
Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
1 James 4 17 ‘Titus 2 
2 James 5 18 James 2 
3 Hebrews 4 19 Isatah 61 
4 Ruth 1 20 Sunday, 
5 Ruth 2 Jovhua 6:1-20 
6 Sunday, 21 Joshua 24:14-25 
Ruth 3 22 Hosea 4:1-10 
7 Ruth 4 23 Hosea 6:1-6 
8 Psalms 138 24 Hosea 14 
ONY Peter 1 25 Sone of Solomon 2 
10 I Peter 24 26 H. brews 1 
11” I Peter 3 27 Sunday, 
12 I Peter 4 Hebrews 11 
13 Pentecost, 28 Hebrews 12 
Acts 2 29 Hebrews AS. 
14° Acts 4:1-22 30 Deuteronomy 6 
15 Acts 4:23-37 31 Deuteronomy 8 
16 Colossians 3 
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Gems for Thought About the Bible 


Beginning on Friday, April 6, Secre- 
tary Stifler will commence his thirteenth 
season of short addresses on the Bible 
over the facilities of the American Broad- 
casting Company and affiliated stations 
from coast to coast. 

The daily program, Monday through 
Friday, “Gems For Thought,” is heard 
every evening at 11:10 Eastern Standard 
Time on WJZ, New York and at 11:55 
P.M. Eastern Standard Time on the rest 
of the network. It is also made available 
for use at the convenience of the local 
stations during the afternoons of each 
day. It is therefore advisable for those 
outside of the New York metropolitan 
area to check with the local stations as to 
when the program is carried. The talks 
about the Bible will be heard on Friday. 

Secretary Stifler’s subjects for the next 
two months are as follows: April 6, 
“Bibles for Service Men’; April 13, “I 
Want to Be a Jesus Person”; April 20, 
“Brazil is Bible Hungry’’; April 27, ““The 
Bible in Communist China’; May 4, 
“The ‘Good Will book’ Arrives in Ja- 
pan”; May 11, ‘Wonderful Words of 
Life”; May 18, ‘““The Bible in Formosa”’; 
May 25, “On the Dirt Roads of Amer- 
iGare 
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135th Annual Meeting 


The 135th Annual Meeting of the 
American Bible Society will be held 
at the Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York City, on Thursday after- 
noon, May 10 at 3 o’clock. All mem- 
bers and friends of the Society are cor- 
dially invited to be present. 
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February Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers of 
the American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and thirty-fifth year was held at 
the Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New 
York 22, on Thursday, February 1, 1951, 
at 3:30 p.m., President Daniel Burke, 
LL.D., in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted 
by Secretary Robert T. Taylor, who read 
the 103rd Psalm and offered prayer. 

Rev. Alvin A. Ahern, Ph.D., and Rev. 
Clarence T. Craig, D.D., were elected 
ministerial members of the Board. 

The death of Vice President Walter L. 
Stockwell of Fargo, North Dakota was 
reported, and the Secretary was re- 
quested to send a message of sympathy 
to Mr. Stockwell’s family, 

The theme “The Way Out of the 
Dark” for Bible Sunday for 1951 was 
approved. 


It was reported that a large shipment 
of paper left New York in December for 
Yokohama as a gift from the American 
Bible Society to the Japan Bible Society. 

A substantial increase in demand for 
Scriptures for the Armed Forces was 
reported. 

There was presented a Croatian Bible, 
a new printing of 10,000 copies having 
just been completed. 


March Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers 
of the American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and thirty-fifth year was held 
at the Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, on Thursday, March 1, | 
1951, at 3:30 p.m., President Daniel | 
Burke, LL.D., in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted 
by Mr. C. E. Leavers, who read from the 
tenth chapter of the Gospel of Mark and 
offered prayer. | 

The Rev. Alvin A. Ahern, Ph.D., be- 
ing present for the first time, was intro- | 
duced to the Board. 

New editions of various Bibles were | 
presented to the Board and a report | 
from the Publication Department showed | 
a large increase in sales during the pag 
few months. ) 

Reports on income from Churches and | 
Individuals for the year 1950 were pre- | 
sented. . 

Secretary Collyer reported briefly on 
his recent trip to Liberia. | 

A report on the distribution of mate- | 
rials for the 1950 Worldwide Bible Read- | 
ing included nearly 12,000,000 book- | 
marks, 182,000 brochures, 3,000,000 | 
church bulletins and 291,800 posters. 
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How to get your RECORD 
without fail! 


According to a recent Post Office 
ruling, our subscribers are asked to 
inform promptly both their post- 


master and the Brste Socrety ReEc- 
oRD at 450 Park Avenue, New York . 
22, N.Y., of any change of address. 
This will not only facilitate the 
prompt delivery of their paper but 
will avoid considerable expense. 


To EDITORS: The Bible Society 
Record invites reprinting of its arti- 
cles in whole or in part. Its con- 
tents are not copyrighted. 
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An Old Car, Four Boys, and a Bible 


HIS story ts reprinted with the kind permission of Guide- 

posts Magazine, by whomit ts copyrighted, and is re- 
broduced here in the hope not only that other groups traveling 
for pleasure will not forget their Bibles, but also that they 
will consider the matter of sharing the Bible with those they 
meet on their trip. The American Bible Society can furnish, 
not only in English, hut in many other languages, little 
Gospel Portions, most of them costing only two cents apiece, 
which are warmly welcomed, especially by people who live 
off the beaten paths of the nation’s life. 


_ For the past two years four of us high-school bud- 

dies had been planning to take a 4,000-mile trip out 
West in our old 1928 jalopy, which we named the 
@plack Fox.” 

Last summer we did it. The four of us—Bill Mar- 
shall, Jerry Rupert, Jerry Jones and myself—had just 
graduated from high school here in Linton, Indiana. 
How we yearned to see our country! 

One hundred dollars were earned for expenses. 


Gust before leaving their home town of Linton, Indiana 


‘Townspeople showered us with enough food to sup- 
ply a regiment. The mayor and business clubs gave 
us letters of introduction in case of trouble. Then a 
local garage man worked on the car for two days 
without charge. When he saw that three of our five 
tires were twenty-one years old, he shook his head 
sadly and gave us a new tire and tube. 

Mr. Mickey Pope, our Sunday-school teacher, ex- 
pressed his confidence in us. On parting he gave us a 
small, battered Bible. “My son carried this Bible 
through some of the worst battles of the past war,” 
he said; “‘use it and you'll be safe.” 

Weighted down with 800 pounds of equipment, we 
started out on June 6 with signs all over the car say- 
ing, “Four Thousand Miles or Bust.” We never 
really appreciated the power of God, however, until 
we were out sleeping in wet tents in strange territory. 
It was only natural that we began reading passages 
from the Bible before meals and before retiring. It 
sure helped! 

Once we barely stopped in time to avoid hitting 
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three autos ahead of us which had a head-on collision. 
One night in Yellowstone Park a big brown bear 
leaped out of some high weeds and came straight for 
us! We dove into our tents and closed the canvas 
flaps. What happened to the bear? We didn’t look 
out to find out. 

Another time we traveled 100 miles on the desert 
without seeing a sign of life. The heat was drying up 
our radiator, and we had gas for five more miles. 
You guessed it—there was a gas station a few miles 
ahead. 

It was a wonderful trip in many ways, especially 
because it showed up how the Bible and our faith 
can help make the difficult things in life much easier 
to do. 


An Echo from Bible Sunday 


M* AND Mrs. Willard Chandler, missionaries of 
the Canadian Baptist Mission at Guatajata, 
Lake Titicaca in Bolivia, 15,000 feet above sea level, 
recently wrote as follows: 


On Bible Sunday we carried out a program never before 
possible. All eleven centers along this beautiful lake shore 
held day-long services. The people came early in the 
morning, bringing picnic lunches. The Gospel of John was 
chosen to be written out verse by verse by those who came 
to the services. All in all, nine chapters were transcribed. 
Gregorio Choque and Justino Quispe, the two young men 
translating the New Testament from Spanish to Aymara, 
gave messages out of their experiences. The day proved to 
be full of helpfulness for all who participated, and the 
hope was expressed that in the future it would be repeated. 
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Sree. you are a widow, left with some 
stocks or property or insurance. 

What are you going to do? Worry about 
taxes—upkeep—investment expenses— 
safety? Or put your funds into American 
Bible Society Annuity Agreements and 
forever after enjoy freedom from money 
worries? 

You can make no finer investment than 
this, as good bankers will tell you. You 
receive a generous return on your money. 
Your income (which is entitled to éertain 
tax exemptions) is guaranteed. for your 
entire lifetime. will never vary in amount 
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tion your booklet BSR 4, entitled A Gift That 


even when times are bad. And as you 
enjoy financial security, you also have the 
priceless satisfaction of knowing that you 
are contributing to the worldwide ministry 
of the Bible and thus bringing peace and 
enlightenment to mankind. 


Why not let the American Bible Society 
take over your money worries? Learn more 
about this great Christian Plan, which ena- 
bles you to give and receive gen- 
erously at the same time. Send 
today for the interesting free 


booklet, A Gift That Lives. ~=>= eS 
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